THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THF 

iWciitcal  #ffircr  of 

FOR  THF 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  DRIFFIELD 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1893. 


Gfntrfmen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1893,  including  the  statistical  returns  of  the 
deaths  in  the  district,  and  the  various  measures  adopted  for  the 
prevention  of  disease. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  there  were  registered,  according 
to  the  monthly  returns  furnished  by  the  Registrar,  145  births  and 
T23  deaths. 

Of  the  births,  74  were  males  and  71  females. 

The  birth-rate  was  equal  to  25’’4  per  1000,  out  of  a population 
of  5701  according  to  the  census  of  1891. 

Of  the  deaths  61  were  males  and  62  females,  and  out  of  this 
number  17  died  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  as  against  13  in  1892, 
and  two  deaths  took  place  in  the  Cottage  Hospital. 

The  annual  death  rate  per  1000,  from  all  causes,  for  the  year 
under  notice,  was  21  *5,  and  is  consequently  higher  than  that  of 
1891I,.  when  it  stood  at  19’!. 

The  higher  death  rate  which  marks  the  past  year  is,  therefore,' 
the  first  feature  which  arrests  our  attention,  and,  as  we  all  know, 
cannot  well  be  referred  to  the  prevalence  of  cold  or  wet,  for,' 
according  to  the  careful  records  kept  at  the  Meteorological  Station 
by  Mr.  J.  Lovell,  the  amount  of  rainfall  for  the  past  year  has 
fallen  short  of  that  of  1892  to  the  extent  of  6 inches,  and  the 
number  of  hours  when  we  have  been  favoured  with  bright  sunshine 
is  altogether  of  an  unprecedented  character.  It  is,  therefo're^ 
evident  other  circumstances  must  be  taken  into  consideration  to’ 
account  for  this  apparent  anomaly. 

Upon  an  analysis  of  the  monthly  return  from  the  Registrar^ 
with  only  one  exception,  namely,  diarrhoea,  do  we  find  the  so-called 
zymotic  diseases  take  a prominent  part — for  we  have  had  only 
two  deaths  from  enteric  fever.  One  from  small-pox,  in  the  Union 
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Worklioude  ^(occtinng  to  a casual),  whilst  the  other  forms  afe  all 
conspicuous  by  their  absence,  as  compared  with  former  years. 

With  regard  to  diarrhoea,  probably  due  to  the  effects  of  a hot 
season,  and  the  active  decay  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter  so  often 
associated  therewith  ; six  cases  are  ascribed  to  this  complaint ; four 
being  children  under  the  age  of  5 years^ 

In  comparing  the  deaths  resulting  from  other  complaints  with  the 
lists  of  former  years,  none  stand  out  so  prominently  as  to  deserve  special 
notice ; but  some  curio.us  coincidences  occur  in  the  precise  number 
from  year  to  year  which  fall  victims  to  the  same  form  of  diseasCi 
It  may  not  be  out  of  place  if  reference  be  here  made  to  an 
alarming  outbreak  of  small-pox  which  took  place  last  year,  and  which 
threatened  at  one  time  to  become  a serious  calamity  to  the  Urban 
District.  Fortunately,  and  in  a great  measure  due  to  the  vigilance 
and  zeal  of  all  concerned,  the  invasion  of  this  terrible  foe  was  confined 
within  certain  circumscribed  limits,  and  did  not  extend  beyond  a 
particular  boundary,  namely,  the  Fever  Hospital  in  connection  with 
the  LTnion  Workhouse^ 

If  this  building  should  never  again  at  any  future  period  rendef 
any  important  services  to  the  conimunit}^,  or  show  any  further  need 
for  its  existence,  it  has  certainly  conferred  some  substantial  benefits 
by  enabling  us  to  isolate  the  cases  with  which  we  had  to  deal,  and 
thus  preventing  the  contagion  from  spreading  beyond  its  wallsj 

The  manner  in  which  we  were  so  repeatedly  assailed  by  the 
importation  of  fresh  cases,  through  the  agency  of  ttamps,  was  a 
source  of  much  anxiety,  for  We  had  to  deal  with  three  separate 
outbreaks  due  to  as  many  arrivals  of  individuals  all  afflicted  with 
the  complaint.  The  ready  method  in  which  infectious  diseases  may 
be  diffused  throughout  the  countr}^,  was  forcibly  illustrated  in  ouf 
own  experience,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a further  addition  to  the 
other  evils  arising  from  those  pariahs  of  our  social  life,  who  seem 
of  late  to  have  undergone  a great  increase. 

One  case  proved  fatal  in  a youth  who  Was  unprotected  by 
vaccination,  and  others  of  a legs  severe  character  recovered  from  the 
attack.  Ultimately,  under  the  active  use  of  various  methods  for 
eradicating  or  distroying  the  germs  of  digease,  we  happily  got  rid 
of  this  hideous  malady. 

Turning  now  to  another  topic,  although  one  not  unworthy  of 
our  consideration,  it  may  here  be  noticed,  great  improvements  have 
been  effected  in  the  construction  of  dwelling-houses  within  the 
district,  since  new  buildings  have  been  brought  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Focal  Authority,-  There  are  still,  however,  maii}^  to 
b-  niet.  with  that  may  be  regarded  as  survivals  of  a former  age. 
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where  little  heed  has  been  bestowed  either  upon  the  health  or 
convenience  of  the  occupiers. 

Small  and  ill-ventilated  bedrooms,  damp  floors  and  walls,  with 
confined  yards  behind,  still  survive  where  it  is  often  difficult  to 
suggest  an  effectual  remedy.  The  ill  effects  upon  the  inmates, 
although  often  unsuspected,  are  none  the  less  apparent,  and  generally 
traceable  to  some  obvious  cause^ 

It  is  sometimes  surprising  to  notice  how  rapidly  many  of  the 
female  portion  of  the  community,  who  do  not  so  often  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  a fresher  atmosphere  as  those  whose  occupations  compel 
them  to  live  more  in  the  open  air,  have  a tendency  to  lose  the  signs 
of  vigorous  health,  and  become  the  prey  of  nervous  or  dyspeptic 
symptoms,  or  manifest  an  absence  of  cheerfulness  and  buoyancy 
which  we  usually  associate  with  perfect  health. 

Many  of  those  disorders  are  mainly  due  to  the  unhealthy 
conditions  in  which  they  live,  sometimes  also  to  errors  of  diet,  but 
often  to  breathing  an  impure  atmosphere,  or  to  the  absence  of 
proper  cleanliness  in  their  domestic  arrangements,  or  at  any  rate  to 
causes  capable  of  removal. 

Our  statistics  rarely  take  any  heed  of  such  cases,  but  it  must  be 
evident  how  great  must  be  the  loss  sustained  through  ill  health,  by  the 
inadequate  fulfilment  of  many  family  duties,  and  the  consequent  absence 
of  those  comforts  which  tend  so  much  to  make  the  houses  of  our 
working  classes  contented  and  happy.  Although  these  are  instances 
which  do  not  figure  in  our  death-roll — for  they  do  not  absolutely  die 
— still  they  must  be  ranked  amongst  our  non-effectives,  and,  as 
such,  have  a strong  tendency  to  fall  out  during  the  battle  of  life. 

It  is  in  this  direction  where  there  is  much  scope  for  improve- 
ment in  the  future,  so  that  all  classes  may  be  placed  under  such 
conditions  as  may  enable  them  to  derive  the  full  benefits  of  a 
healthy  existence,  and  to  experience  the  full  play  of  those  energies 
both  of  mind  and  body  as  nature  intended  them  to  enjoy.  As  a 
sign  of  progress  it  is  satisfactory  to  notice  a greater  tendency  to 
abandon  badly  situated  and  ill- constructed  cottages,  and  to  seek 
out  others  that  afford  more  comfort,  and  are  in  closer  accordance 
with  modern  requirements. 

The  most  fatal  period  of  life,  as  may  readily  be  anticipated, 
has  been  from  the  age  of  65  and  upwards,  when  35  persons  have 
died.  The  next  period  is  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65,  when  the 
deaths  amount  to  28,  and  22  have  died  under  the  age  of  i year. 

Reference  has  been  made  on  former  occasions  to  the  large 
proportion  of  deaths  that  take  place  amongst  young  children,  and 
this  still  remains  a prominent  feature  in  our  annual-  death-roll. 
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Causes. — Having  thus  given  a brief  summary  of  the  number  of 
deaths,  I may  here  append  the  following  table  : — 


Monthi^y  Distribution  of  Deaths. 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

January 

7 

6 

13 

February 

0 

4 

4 

March 

4 

3 

7 

April 

3 

5 

8 

May 

7 

8 

15 

June 

4 

4 

8 

July 

6 

4 

10 

August 

6 

5 

II 

September 

7 

4 

II 

October 

6 

3 

9 

November 

7 

9 

16 

December 

4 

7 

II 

61 

62 

123 

Pursuing  our  enquiries  still  further  into  the  general  causes  of 
death,  we  are  able  to  trace  out  from  the  monthly  returns  some  of 
the  most  fatal  forms  of  disease. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  remarkable  similarity  that  occurs  in 
the  prevalence  of  certain  forms  from  year  to  year,  it  is  curious  to 
notice  that  ii  deaths  are  ascribed  to  phthisis,  and  precisely  the  same 
number  was  registered  for  1892. 

Heart  affections  have  proved  fatal  in  ii  instances,  and  here  again 
we  have  an  exact  coincidence  with  the  records  both  for  1891  and  1892. 

Bronchial  diseases  account  for  21  deaths. 

Cerebral  diseases  have  resulted  in  6 deaths,  and  those  complaints 
that  come  under  the  head  of  malignant  diseases,  including  cancer, 
have  carried  off  5 persons,  and  this  again  corresponds  with  the  precise 
number  for  the  two  previous  years. 

Four  deaths  haVe  been  caused  by  injuries,  and  the  rest  from 
complaints  of  a variable  and  uncertain  type,  including  5 from  old 
age,  3 from  premature  birth,  beyond  which  it  would  be  superfluous 
to  enter  into  further  detail. 

Sanitations. — Under  this  head  may  be  included  the  results  of 
various  systematic  visits,  made  by  the  Inspector  and  myself,  into 
those  localities  where  we  had  reason  to  suspect  the  presence  of 
unhealthy  conditions,  so  as  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  contained 
in  Dr.  Wheaton’s  report,  wherein  he  pointed  out  the  necessity  of 
nuisances  being  sought  out  independently  of  complaints  made  by 
the  inhabitants. 
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As  regards  the  Water  Supply,  it  will  be  entirely  the  fault  of 
the  people  themselves  if  this  requirement  be  not  fully  met,  for  it 
may  readily  be  obtained  from  at  least  two,  or  even  three  sources. 
First  of  all  I may  allude  to  the  old  surface  wells,  although  most 
of  them  penetrate  the  upper  clay,  and  reach  the  strata  of  chalk 
below.  Still  owing  to  filtration  from  the  surface,  they  cannot  be 
considered  as  affording  a safe  supply.  Many  have  been  abandoned 
for  drinking  purposes,  others  have  been  closed,  and  the  people 
generally  are  becoming  more  alive  to  the  importance  of  obtaining 
this  essential  requirement  of  their  daily  life,  from  a source  beyond 
the  suspicion  of  any  contamination. 

Even  when  water  is  obtained  from  a deep  bore  it  is  liable  to 
become  polluted.  It  has  been  too  much  the  practice  to  construct 
a cesspool  in  close  proximity  to  the  pump,  and  impurities  not 
unfrequently  find  their  way  into  a defective  pipe,  and  thus  render 
the  water  unfit  for  use. 

Samples  have  frequently  been  brought  for  examination  where 
the  presence  of  suspended  matter  gave  undoubted  evidence  of  per- 
colation from  the  surrounding  soil.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  the 
constant  supply  afforded  by  the  Company  must  be  considered  to 
be  a great  boon,  as  being  derived  from  a source  beyond  the  reach 
of  any  surface  soakagc,  and  has  also  the  further  advantage  of  being 
conveyed  by  gravition. 

Only  a few  remarks  are  needed  upon  another  important  adjunct  to 
the  health  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants,  namely,  the  system  of  drain- 
age and  scavenging  which  has  now  been  in  operation  for  some  years. 

As  regards  the  former,  few  complaints  now  reach  us,  and  if 
we  bear  in  mind  the  hot  and  dry  summer  through  which  we  have 
passed,  and  the  great  deficiency  of  rain-water  for  flushing  the  sewers, 
these  considerations  would  indicate  the  system  generally  has  borne 
such  a severe  test  fairly  well,  and  the  gases  have  apparently  been 
kept  within  moderate  limits. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  2435  load  of  refuse  and  night- 
soil  have  been  removed  during  the  past  year,  and  delivered  at  a 
point,  some  distance  away  from  the  town,  where  it  has  been  used 
for  agricultural  purposes. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  any  future  arrangements  may  be  equally 
as  satisfactory,  and  give  rise  to  as  few  complaints. 

I may  here  remark  the  subsequent  part  will  chiefly  consist  of 
brief  abstracts  from  the  Monthly  Journal  of  the  proceedings  in 
which  I have  taken  part,  in  conjunction  with  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  who  has  invariably  been  my  companion  on  such  occasions, 
and  from  whom  I have  derived  great  assistance. 
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January. — Visited  the  Union  Workhouse,  mainly  with  a view  of 
ascertaining  whether  any  further  precautions  could  he  devised  against 
the  spread  of  contagious  disease,  owing  to  the  importation  of  a case 
of  small-pox. 

Several  visits  were  paid  to  this  institution  occupying  much  of 
our  time  and  attention.  The  Cottage  Hospital  also  underwent  a 
similar  inspection.  This  was  also  noticed  to  have  been  a fatal  month 
amongst  old  persons,  due  to  a low  temperature. 

Death  rate  27 '5. 

February. — Visited  the  Public  Schools  and  made  certain  suggestions 
in  my  report  for  the  removal  of  impurities  so  apt  to  collect  upon 
the  woodwork  and  walls,  thus  rendering  the  air  unwholesome.  The 
number  of  unoccupied  houses,  chiefly  of  an  inferior  class,  became  a 
noticeable  feature  as  we  passed  along  various  parts  of  our  district. 

Death  rate  fell  to  8*4. 

March. — A second  case  of  small-pox,  ultimately  proving  fatal,  came 
into  the  Workhouse,  and  to  which  reference  has  been  already  made, 
gave  rise  to  much  concern,  and  involved  much  of  our  time  and 
attention  to  prevent  any  further  extension.  All  available  methods 
were  had  recourse  to,  so  as  to  secure  such  a desireable  result. 

Visited  the  slaughter  houses,  fish  shops,  lodging  houses,  and  cow 
sheds,  as  well  as  other  premises  situated  elsewhere.  Various  matters 
were  dealt  with  by  the  Committee,  as  the  result  of  our  inspection. 

Out  of  the  7 deaths  that  took  place  this  month,  two  became 
the  subject  of  Coroner’s  inquests,  and  two  died  in  the  Union  Work- 
house. 

Death  rate  14*7. 

April. — A third  case  of  small-pox  which  had  first  been  discovered 
in  a lodging  house,  and  then  removed  to  the  Union  Workhouse,  led  to 
a further  renew^al  of  all  our  troubles — full  details  of  which  were 
forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Visited  the  Filtration  Area,  and  certain  suggestions  made  for 
dealing  with  the  sewage.  Several  other  localities  were  also  visited. 

Death  rate  i6'8. 

May. — Examined  a sample  of  water  which  proved  to  be  impure 
and  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  We  had  also  to  deal  with  a fourth 
case  of  small-pox — ^all  being  specially  imported  into  the  Urban  District, 
each  becoming  a fresh  focus  of  contagion,  and  all  successfully  dealt 
with  as  regards  any  further  spread.  This  occurred  in  a private  family. 

Visited  premises  situated  in  Albion  Street  and  elsewhere.  In 
the  course  of  which  we  met  with  two  cases  of  water-pollution,  caused 
by  soakage  from  the  surface. 
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Tilfee  deaths  took  place  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  and  thted 
had  been  left  out  in  the  report  for  the  preceding  month,  thus  causing 
a higher  death  rate. 

Death  rate  33*64 

June, — Attended  a meeting  when  Dr.  Wheaton  was  present,  to 
consider  whether  any  special  precautions  were  needed  in  view  of  a 
threatened  invasion  of  cholera. 

We  then  visited  some  of  the  poorer  parts  of  the  district,  the 
Filtration  Area,  also  the  premises  and  resevoirs  belonging  to  the 
Waterworks  Coinpanyj 

I was  also  able  to  report  that  the  district  was  then  happily 
free  from  any  more  cases  of  smalhpox.  All  the  cases  with  one 
exception  had  been  imported  from  other  parts  of  the  Country. 

In  company  with  the  Inspector  all  the  sewing  establishments 
Were  visited,  we  also  inspected  the  two  Public  Schools* 

Death  rate  i6’8. 

July  . — Received  a letter  from  the  Clerk,  informing  me  a complaint 
had  been  made  of  an  escape  of  gas  in  some  of  the  mains,  thereby 
constituting  a source  of  danger  to  the  purity  of  the  water  supply 
of  the  urban  district. 

This  matter  was  carefully  enquired  into,  and  a full  report  as  to 
the  result  was  drawn  up,  and  since  then  I have  heard  no  further 
complaint. 

Visited  certain  districts,  the  Filtration  Area,  also  the  canal 
boats  lying  alongside  the  wharf  at  the  River  Head. 

The  deaths  this  month  were  chiefly  in  aged  persons  or  young 
children. 

Death  rate  20*1. 

August. — Attended  a meeting  to  consider  the  most  suitable  means 
to  be  adopted  for  arresting  the  spread  of  anthrax  among  cattle. 
Also  had  an  interview,  by  appointment,  with  H.  M.  Inspector  of 
Factories,  who  gave  me  a list  of  the  workshops  upon  his  register. 

Examined  some  samples  of  water  found  to  be  impure,  and 
visited  several  of  the  poorer  parts  of  the  town,  where  houses  of  an 
inferior  class  are  mainly  to  be  met  with.  Special  attention  was  also 
called  to  the  precautions  recommended  in  Dr.  Wheaton’s  report  owing 
to  some  alleged  cases  of  cholera  in  Hull. 

Death  rate  23'’!. 

September.-^A  careful  watch  was  kept  this  month  over  the  canal 
boats  plying  betwixt  the  Port  of  Hull  and  the  River  Head,  to 
ascertain  whether  there  were  any  cases  of  sickness  on  board,  and 


gave  directions  to  those  in  charge  with  reference  to  their  water 
supply. 

Some  fatal  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  one  of  typhoid  became  the 
subjects  of  enquiry,  and  certain  improvements  were  effected  as  the 
result  in  the  latter  instance  by  the  removal  of  some  suspected  causes. 
Other  minor  matters  were  also  dealt  with. 

Death  rate  22 ‘i. 

Octob6r. — The  Cattle  Market,  Police  Station,  Gas  Works,  and  a 
case  of  over-crowding  came  under  observation,  which  led  to  a 
general  description  being  given  of  a row  consisting  of  five  cottages 
being  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation.  These  have  since  ceased 
to  be  occupied,  and  have  apparently  been  abandoned  by  their 
former  occupants. 

Death  rate  i6'8. 

November. — Attended  a special  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
to  consider  the  best  method  of  dealing  with  the  refuse  and  night- 
soil  prior  to  its  disposal  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  also  made  a 
special  visit  to  the  Waterworks  owing  to  a case  of  enteric  fever  having 
been  reported  to  me,  occuring  in  an  adjoining  cottage.  Certain 
instructions  were  given  in  order  to  safeguard  the  purity  of  the  water 
supplied  to  the  consumers. 

The  high  death  rate  this  month  Was  apparently  due  to  the 
removal  of  aged  persons,  ten  of  whom  had  lived  to  the  age  of  60 
and  upwards,  and  five  children  under  the  age  of  5 months. 

Death  rate  33  "fi. 

December.— Visited  the  slaughter  houses  and  cow  sheds,  and  made 
some  special  remarks  in  my  monthly  report  as  to  the  proper 
management  of  such  places,  as  affecting  the  food  supplies  of  the 
district,  and  pointed  out  the  direction  in  which  certain  improvements 

might  be  effected. 

Death  rate  22*1. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RICHARD  WOOD, 
Medical  Ofiicer  of  Health. 


B.  BawCett  & Co.,  East  Eodge  Printing  Works,  Driffield. 


